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so steep that it has never been climbed. Large sections of many islands
are utterly uninhabitable. Moreover, people depend almost entirely upon
agriculture or fishing; there is little commerce and practically nothing in
the way of modern industry.
The most important of the Pacific Islands are the Hawaiian Group,
with five main islands close to the Tropic of Cancer and about 2,000 miles
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. All are high, volcanic, and rugged.
Their volcanic soil is fertile, but their value for agriculture varies because
of great contrasts in rainfall. On certain mountain slopes facing the
tradewinds, the annual rainfall is about as high as in any part of the
world, for example, 242 inches at Keanae Valley on the northeast side of
Maui, with no month less than 16. Only 20 miles away the annual rain-
fall is 28 inches, and six months have less than 2 inches apiece, so that
agriculture is not profitable without irrigation. Even within the suburban
area of Honolulu the rainfall varies from about 10 inches at certain points
near the sea to nearly 100 inches a few miles back among the hills. In
some parts of Hawaii water from the wet, windward side is brought to
the east side through tunnels under the mountains. Honolulu, on the
dry south (leeward) side of Oahu, well toward the west among the
larger Hawaiian islands, is the only large city among all the Pacific's
2,650 minor islands. A few thousand of its inhabitants are of European
descent, but by far the larger number are Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos,
Puerto Ricans, and others who came to the islands to work in the sugar
fields, and who are now becoming part of a curiously mixed group of
new Americans. Tourists love Oahu for its tropical vegetation and
brilliant flowers, its sandy beaches with their sports of swimming, surf-
board riding, and fishing, and its contrasts between marvelously produc-
tive fields of cane and pineapple and rough cliffs and crags. They seek
the larger island of Hawaii to see its vast craters and active volcano.
The Hawaiian Islands extend northwestward 1,600 miles to Midway
Island where the China Clipper comes to rest after the second leg of its
long flight from Los Angeles. The next stop is at the little coral reef of
Wake Island. Then another long leg brings the airplane to the higher
island of Guam, from which the clipper flies to Manila.
At Honolulu the air route to New Zealand and Australia turns almost
due south and heads for Canton Island near the equator in west longitude
170°. Then, turning more to the west, it goes to the large French island
of New Caledonia. From there the distance southeastward to Auckland
in New Zealand or southwestward to Sydney in Australia is nearly the
same. From Canton it would be most interesting to fly southeastward
across 6° of latitude to the Marquesas Islands which are ruled by France
and are said to be supreme in the beauty of their people and their scenery.

